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primary   producing  countries  as   a result of disarmament"
(paragraph   335).
4.   A disarmed world
What would be the economic image of a disarmed world ? Its
shape would largely depend on the alternative uses toward which
the resources released from armaments are directed. Many of
the most urgent needs of mankind have so far remained un-
satisfied because precious resources have been turned to destructive
purposes.
(a) Alternatee   Uses For Resources Devoted to Armaments
The resources released from armaments can be used for many
purposes—such as raising the levels of personal consumption,
expanding the stock of productive capacity, social investment
and aid to under-developed countries. These claims are not only
interlinked—in the sense that an increase in one is dependent upon
that in another—but they are also competing. While disarming,
it would therefore be necessary for each country to establish a
scale of priorities based on its needs and consistent with the pos-
sibilities of satisfying them.
Since social investments have often given way to the claims of
military expenditures, it is of some relevance to give an idea of the
wide scope that exists in this field. After thousands of years of cold
and dreary winter, the arrival of springtime of mankind—a century
of the Machine Age—has so far helped raise levels of living in
the industrial countries only. Most of mankind is still ill-fed,
ill-clad, ill-housed and illiterate. Even in the richest countries of the
world, there exist widespread deficiencies in the stock of social
capital.
The National Planning Association estimated that to carry
out the existing public programmes of development and improve-
ment in the United States, the present public expenditure of about
$30 billion per year would have to be more than doubled—a vast
sum indeed. Urban centres are expanding rapidly. In the Soviet
Union, the housing problem remains acute. "The growth of the
urban population in the Soviet Union during the past few years is

